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secondary institution (if appropriate), and an in-
dustry-recognized skill certificate for com-
petency in an occupational area.

This Act fosters the creation of ‘‘partnerships’’
in local communities that will develop and tailor
the local School-to-Work Opportunities pro-
grams to the needs and resources of those com-
munities. The partnerships will consist of rep-
resentatives of many important local interests,
such as employers, educators, labor organiza-
tions, students, parents, and local government
agencies. These partnerships will, starting imme-
diately, foster the design and implementation
of a School-to-Work Opportunities system in
every State. The partnerships can develop the
local program based on promising practices al-
ready underway. Together, States and commu-
nities will take the lead in determining goals
and priorities, developing new strategies, and in
measuring progress.

H.R. 2884 was developed by the Administra-
tion working closely with the Congress in a spirit

of bipartisan cooperation. This spirit of coopera-
tion will continue on many different levels in
the day-to-day operation of the School-to-Work
programs. First, the Act will be jointly adminis-
tered by the Secretaries of Labor and Edu-
cation. Second, States and communities can
work together in developing the various pro-
grams that will become part of this system.
Third, the formation of the partnership at the
local level will allow communities to examine
their needs and to address them in a cooperative
manner.

Today, with my approval of H.R. 2884, we
start on the path to a better future for our
Nation’s young people.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 4, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 2884, approved May 4, was assigned
Public Law No. 103–239.

Statement on the Implementation of the Israel-Palestinian Declaration of
Principles
May 4, 1994

The signing today in Cairo of the agreement
to implement the Israel-Palestinian Declaration
of Principles marks another milestone in
progress toward a lasting peace in the Middle
East. On behalf of all Americans, I have called
Prime Minister Rabin and Chairman Arafat to
congratulate them for this accomplishment. I ex-
pressed my high regard for Prime Minister
Rabin’s courageous leadership and stressed to
Chairman Arafat the importance of moving with-
out hesitation to make this agreement a reality.
I also telephoned yesterday and again today
President Mubarak to underscore our gratitude
and appreciation for the key role he played in
making this historic step forward possible.

Now the focus must be on implementing the
Declaration of Principles in as rapid and suc-
cessful a manner as possible. The process of
transforming the situation on the ground for the
better must begin. The promise of a new future
of hope for Israelis and Palestinians alike must
now be realized. I assured Prime Minister Rabin
and Chairman Arafat that the United States
would do everything possible to help make this
happen.

Building on the progress achieved today and
our ongoing discussions with parties in the re-
gion, I am hopeful that this can be the year
of breakthrough to a lasting and comprehensive
peace for all the peoples of the Middle East.
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